DALE YACHT CLUB

RULES

1. INTERPRETATION
In these Rules the following expressions shall have the following meanings:

The Club means Dale Yacht Club.

Register of Members means the Register of Members of the Club for the time being maintained by The Club.

Member means any Single Member, Family Member, Junior Member, Honorary Member, Life Member, Group Member or Temporary Member of The Club.

Full Member means a fully paid up Single Member, Family Member, Life Member or Honorary Member of The Club, 18 years of age or over on 1st January.
Single Member means single membership of The Club for a person of the age of 18 or over on 1st January which covers that individual only.

Family Member means family membership of The Club for a married couple, or a couple in an equivalent relationship, and their children under the age of 18 on 1st January or their children who lack independent means and are under 21 on 1st January.

Junior Member means junior membership of The Club for a person under the age of 18 on 1st January not covered by a parental Family Member.

Honorary Member means honorary membership for individuals having a special relationship to The Club who have specifically been granted such membership by the General Committee. Honorary membership extends only to the Honorary Member and to his or her spouse.

Life Member means life membership for those individuals who have already been granted the privilege of life membership. Life membership is no longer available but the privileges of existing Life Members remain and are the same as those for a Family Member.

Temporary or Group Member means temporary membership for individuals or groups of individuals who are actively interested in the boating or other activities of The Club.

Guest means a person who is not a Member of The Club, but who is accompanied by a Full Member in The Clubhouse and who has been signed into the guest register for the day in question. Owners and crew of yachts on passage are welcome as Guests and must sign the guest register.

The Clubhouse means the premises comprising the main building currently used and occupied by The Club.

The Committee means the General Committee of The Club for the year in question.

Officers means the duly elected officers of The Club for the year in question who shall be the Flag Officers:

Commodore

Vice-Commodore

Rear-Commodore

The other officers shall be:

Honorary Secretary

Honorary Treasurer.

Year means the year between one annual general meeting and the next unless otherwise specifically stated.

Month means calendar month.

Notice means written notice unless otherwise specifically stated.

May shall be construed as permissive.

Shall shall be construed as imperative.

Words importing the singular number shall also include the plural number and vice versa.

Words importing the masculine gender shall also include the feminine and neuter genders.

“In writing” and “written” means visibly expressed in any mode of permanently representing or reproducing words, including telegram, facsimile transmission (fax) and other electronic communication.

2. THE CLUB

1. The Club shall be called Dale Yacht Club.

2. The object of The Club shall be to encourage sailing racing cruising and generally “messing about in boats” in a seamanlike manner.

3. The Club is affiliated and shall remain affiliated to the RYA.

4. The burgee of The Club is red with a yellow frog on a green circle.

3. MEMBERSHIP

1. Candidates for membership must be proposed and seconded in writing and signed by Full Members of The Club. The election of candidates for membership shall be by a majority of the General Committee, but new membership shall become effective only after the subscription has been paid.

2. Members wishing to resign shall notify the Honorary Treasurer in writing.

3. Membership falls into the categories of Single Members, Family Members, Junior Members, Honorary Members, Temporary Members, Group Members and Life Members but only Full Members may vote at a General Meeting.

4. The privileges of membership of The Club include (but are not limited to) the right to fly The Club burgee, to use the Clubhouse, to take part in sailing races organised by The Club (where a charge is levied for a Club race exemptions shall apply to Members in full time education, on a DWP benefit or pension) and to use The Club’s dinghy and tender parks. However, the privileges rights and duties of membership of The Club shall be always subject to such terms, conditions and regulations as may be determined from time to time by the General Committee.

5. Temporary Members and Group members shall have the privileges, rights and duties of membership subject to such terms, conditions and regulations as may be determined from time to time by the General Committee. However, Temporary Members and Group Members are not entitled to attend and vote at general meetings and they are not entitled to sign in Guests to the Clubhouse.

6. No Member, unless prior written notice has been given to the Honorary Secretary or the Commodore, may communicate with the press on any matters relating to The Club and its activities.

7. The General Committee shall by a two thirds majority, have the power to terminate the membership of any Member whose conduct they deem prejudicial to the well being of The Club. Notice of a motion under this Rule shall be on the agenda for any meeting of the General Committee at which the matter is to be discussed.

8. Non-Members shall be signed in as Guests on three occasions only in one year. Owners and crews of yachts on passage shall be welcome as Guests but must sign the visitors’ book. Guests shall (and it is the responsibility of the Member to ensure that his Guests do) comply with the Rules of The Club and with all regulations, directions and instructions as may be for the time being in force.

9. Any complaint by a Member should be addressed in writing to a member of the General Committee. The General Committee shall be responsible to ensure that appropriate action is taken and that the outcome is reported to the Member who raised the complaint.

4.MEETINGS OF MEMBERS

1. An Annual General Meeting of the Members of The Club shall be held in respect of each calendar year within the period of fifteen months of the start of the calendar year in question to pass the report and accounts for that calendar year, to elect Officers and Committee for the ensuing Year and to transact other business of The Club.

2. Notice of each Annual General Meeting shall be given by an Officer of The Club in writing to each full Member. All such notices must be sent out not less than 21 days before the meeting convenes, stating the date, time, place and agenda of the meeting (including, in full, any motion for any amendment to the Rules of The Club).

3. The General Committee or the Commodore may convene a special general meeting of the Members by sending notice in writing to each Full Member at least 21 days before the meeting convenes, stating the date, time, place and agenda of the meeting (including, in full, any motion including a motion for any amendment to the Rules to be considered at the special general meeting).

4. On receipt of a request in writing signed by at least twelve (12) Full Members and stating in full the motion or motions that such Full Members wish to propose, the General Committee or the Commodore shall convene a special general meeting of the Members within 28 days by sending out notice in writing to each Full Member at least 14 days before the meeting convenes stating the date, time, place and agenda of the meeting (including, in full, the motion or motions stated in the request for a special general meeting).

5. Fifteen (15) Full Members of The Club, including two (2) Officers (one (1) of whom is a Flag Officer) present in person shall constitute a quorum at any general meeting of the Members.

6. All questions, resolutions or motions proposed for consideration at any general meeting of the Members shall be determined by a majority of votes of those Full Members over the age of 18 on 1st January  present at the meeting. All such questions, resolutions or motions shall be decided by a show of hands, but the chairman of the meeting shall also have a second or casting vote in the event of an equality of votes.

7. At any general meeting a declaration by the chairman of that meeting that a question, resolution or motion has been carried and an entry made to that effect in the minutes of the meeting shall be sufficient evidence of the fact.

8. The chairman of a general meeting of Members may, provided that a quorum is present, with the consent of a majority of those Full Members present and if so directed by the meeting, adjourn the same from time to time and from place to place, but no other business shall be transacted at any adjourned meeting other than business left unfinished at the meeting from which the adjournment took place.

9. These Rules may be amended only by a majority vote of Full Members at a general meeting, but an amendment of these Rules at a special general meeting shall have effect only until the next Annual General Meeting. Only an amendment of the Rules by a majority vote of Full Members present at an Annual General Meeting shall have lasting effect.

10. Notice of any motion for amendment of the Rules to be considered at an Annual General Meeting, other than proposals for amendment of the Rules made by the General Committee, must be delivered in writing to the Honorary Secretary by 1st October and signed by the proposer and seconder.

11. Nominations for election of Officers and elected members of the General Committee can be made only by Full Members. Such nomination or nominations must be in writing, signed by a proposer and seconder and received by the Honorary Secretary at least 10 days before the date of the Annual General Meeting at which the election is to take place.

5.SUBSCRIPTIONS AND MEMBERSHIP FEES.
1. An annual subscription shall be paid by all Single Members, Family Members, and Junior Members, but not by Honorary Members and Life Members. The Temporary Member fee and Group Member fee shall be paid by all Temporary Members and Group Members.

2. The amount of the annual subscription shall be determined by a majority vote of the Full Members at a general meeting of the Club. A motion to change any of the sums so payable shall, for the purposes of Rule 4.2 and Rule 4.3, be treated as if it were a motion for the amendment of the Rules.

3. Payment of the annual subscription is due on 1st January of each year. However a Single Member, Family Member or Junior Member elected and paid-up after 31st August shall be deemed to be paid-up for the following year.

4. In the case of a Member any part of whose subscription is three months overdue, The Honorary Treasurer shall notify the Member concerned in writing. The General Committee may, in its discretion, terminate the membership of any Member who, having received written notice of non-payment from the Honorary Treasurer, fails to pay the subscription due.

5. The fees, subscriptions and conditions pertaining to Temporary Members and Group Members shall be determined from time to time by the General Committee.

6.THE GENERAL COMMITTEE. 

1. The General Committee of the Club shall consist of the Officers of the Club and nine elected Committee members. At least five (5) of these Officers and Committee members shall be sailing boat owners and all of them shall be Members of The Club.

2. The Flag Officers and other Officers of the Club shall be elected annually at the Annual General Meeting but a Flag Officer shall not be eligible to serve in the same Flag rank for more than three consecutive years. A retiring Commodore shall be a member of the General Committee for a period of one year after retirement. Thereafter the retired Commodore will be eligible for election in the usual way.

3. The elected members of the General Committee shall be elected at the Annual General Meeting for a period of three (3) years, but if an elected Member of the General Committee does not complete the three year term this vacancy shall be filled for the unexpired period by an election at the following Annual General Meeting. Retiring elected members of the General Committee are eligible for re-election.

4. The General Committee may co-opt Members of The Club to serve on the General Committee for the remainder of the Year in which they are co-opted. The total number of Committee members other than the Officers and the retired Commodore shall not exceed nine (9).

5. The General Committee shall be responsible to manage The Club, the Clubhouse and the activities of The Club and to determine the policy of The Club and it shall from time to time elect new or Honorary Members and issue such regulations, directions and instructions as it may deem necessary for the proper management of The Club, The Clubhouse and the activities of The Club. The General Committee shall exercise a general supervision over the affairs of The Club and without limitation of the foregoing it shall be responsible for the correct keeping of the books and for the safekeeping of all moneys, securities and other assets of The Club and shall submit the books, accounts and vouchers to an independent examiner whenever required to do so and shall furnish such information and explanations to the independent examiner as may be necessary for the performance of his duties.

6 The General Committee may from time to time delegate to individual Members of The Club, or to groups of Members or to sub-committees of the General Committee such of their powers, duties or discretions as they may consider necessary for the proper management and administration of sailing, the Clubhouse or other activities which they consider appropriate but every such individual Member, group of Members or sub-committee shall conform to all such directions (including budget) as the General Committee shall impose upon it.

7.Notwithstanding Rule 6.6 (above) nothing in these Rules shall entitle the General Committee to delegate any of the powers, duties or discretions of the General Committee:

a. Which relate to the overall responsibility of the General Committee for the affairs of The Club.

b. Which are required by law to be exercised by the General Committee.

c. Which relate to the correct keeping of the books and for the safekeeping of all moneys, securities and assets of The Club.

d. Which relate to general meetings and proceedings thereat.

e. Which relate to proceedings at meetings of the General Committee or proceedings thereat..

8. At a meeting of the General Committee five (5), including one Officer, shall form a quorum except that at a meeting for the purpose of Rule 2.8, the quorum shall be nine (9) including two (2) Officers.

9. Questions arising at any meeting of the General Committee shall be decided by a majority of those present. In the case of an equality of votes the chairman of the meeting shall have second or casting vote.

10. At any meeting of the General Committee a declaration by the chairman of the meeting that a resolution has been carried and an entry made to that effect in the minutes of the meeting shall be sufficient evidence of the fact.

11. The Honorary Secretary on the requisition of any member of the General Committee and any member of the General Committee may summon a meeting of the General Committee by sending written notice to all members of the General Committee at least seven (7) days before the meeting convenes stating the date, time, place and agenda for the meeting.

12. The General Committee shall meet as required but there shall be a meeting to approve the accounts and annual report for submission to the Annual General Meeting.

13. On receipt of a written complaint from a Member in accordance with Rule 3.9, the General Committee shall be responsible to ensure that appropriate action is taken and that the outcome is reported to the Member who raised the complaint.

14. Every member of the General Committee and all those Members appointed by the General Committee to undertake specified tasks and responsibilities on behalf of The Club (including but not limited to House Officer, Race Officer, Boatswain, rescue boat duty member) shall be indemnified by The Club against and it shall be the duty of the General Committee out of the funds of The Club to pay, all costs, liabilities, losses, damages and expenses incurred or suffered by him as such member of the General Committee or appointee PROVIDED ALWAYS that the indemnity in this Rule 6.14 shall not extend to any matter which would make it void at law.

7.LIQUIDATION.

1. In the event of The Club ceasing to exist and following the discharge of all debts and liabilities any assets that have had Sportslot funding at the time of dissolution shall become the property of the Welsh Yachting Association. No Member shall obtain from The Club any asset that has been Sportslot funded.

2. The Club may be wound up on a resolution of the Full Members passed by a two-thirds majority at a special meeting convened for that purpose upon the request of one-third of the Full Members of the Club.

3. In the event of the passing of the resolution to wind up The Club, the Full Members of The Club shall ask the Trustees, along with a representative committee, to distribute the assets, including cash and investments in hand in accordance with the instructions of a General Meeting of the Members called to determine the distribution of the assets.

